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Late deals

■ Departing from Houston on September 29, the

10-day Texas Ranger tour costs from £1248pp.
■ Save £311 on this Grand American Adventures
tour that takes in the best of The Lone Star State.
■ You’ll ride horses, learn about life on the range

at the Dallas Heritage Centre, see where Davy
Crockett made his last stand at the Alamo and
sunbathe at South Padre Island in the Gulf of
Mexico. Enjoy the wide-open spaces and colourful
characters that make Texas a one-off destination.

■ Costs include seven nights in a hotel and two

nights ranch stay, all transportation by private
vehicle and a professional tour leader.
■ Prices including flights start from £2149. Visit
www.grandamericanadventures.com, 0844 576 1406.

News..

nnSTUNNING
Loch Earn

CRYSTAL clear waters and
beautiful islands have
provided the backdrop for
movies such as Shirley
Valentine, Captain Corelli’s
Mandolin and Mamma Mia,
and have brought visitors in
their droves to Greece.
But it’s not just the rustic
charm or low prices that
draw people to this land of
myth and legends. The surge
in five star properties, spas
and golf resorts means you
can holiday in the lap of
luxury just like the movie
stars.
Fly direct from Glasgow to

33ALURE Sun-kissed
island of Santorini

Earned it!
bar and the Rowan lounge and
restaurant. The Clachan has a
reputation for serving up some of
the best food in Scotland and Alan
prides himself on sourcing local
ingredients so that every meal is as
fresh and local as possible.
Prime Angus beef, Ayrshire
bacon, Perthshire lamb and game
from the surrounding estates – you
name it, he’ll cook it.
Fish comes direct from the west
coast and the hotel’s farm garden
provides the herbs.
After you’ve been out on the hills,
cycling or enjoying watersports all
day, you really appreciate their
generous portions.
During our two-night stay we
tucked into the best steaks we have
ever had, as well as a truly delicious
melt-in-the-mouth steak pie.
Both mornings we had an
excellent breakfast and my
husband said the full Scottish was
the best he had ever tasted – the
locally-sourced sausages, bacon and
black pudding were just what we

needed to get our energy levels up
for the activities to come.
And after a long walk up a big
hill, it doesn’t get any better than
sipping a pint of cold lager in the
hotel’s front patio, watching the
world go by and taking in the
stunning views.
Later this year the bar and
restaurant will be refurbished to
complete the makeover and
upgrading programme.
The restaurant will become a fully
fledged brasserie, taking advantage
of the view across the water to the
now privately-owned and fully
restored Edinample Castle.
Alan, a photographer, got entry to
the castle to take his own photos so
he can display them in the hotel for
all his customers to see.
The bar will also pay tribute to
the area’s watersports heritage, but
thankfully the log fire, which makes
the bar so cosy and welcoming, will
remain the centrepiece.
If only there was a way to capture
the beauty of this place and take it

home with us. Alternatively, we
could always return and relive it
time and time again.
You never know, maybe one day
we’ll bump into some similarly
smitten movie stars.
Clachan Cottage Hotel is based in
Lochearnhead off the A85/A84
between Callander and Crianlarich
and is approximately one hour’s
drive from Glasgow and Edinburgh.
Rooms cost from £42.50 per
person per night, but just call Alan
and see if he can give you a deal as
nothing is too much trouble.
There’s also a self-catering cottage
available for those wanting the
ultimate home from home.
Glenview sleeps five and is right
next to the hotel.
The hotel’s Castle View function
room is a great place for weddings
and meetings and provides the ideal
backdrop for those all-important
family photos.
For more information go to www.
clachancottagehotel.co.uk or call
01567 830247.
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the historical island of
Rhodes and take your pick
of five star resorts.
For the ultimate in style,
the Aqua Grand in Lindos is a
perfect couples retreat.
The hotel has sumptuous
king-size beds, LCD TV with
satellite channels, CD and
DVD player and sound proof
windows to ensure a
peaceful sleep.
The kids club and activity
program at the Sheraton
Rhodes Resort is ideal.
Zante welcomes the young
and lively set, families on a
budget and, for travellers
looking for some pampering,
the newly-built five star
Lesante Hotel & Spa has a
jewellery store, outdoor and
indoor pools and jacuzzi.
The all inclusive Atlantica
Portobello Royal in Kos has
12 outdoor pools, one indoor
and two whirlpools. Voted
one of Trip Advisor’s “Best
Hotels 2012”, it boasts a
superb selection of sports
and leisure options.
The elegant Pelagos Suites
in Lambi near Kos Town
prove that luxury is within
your reach and you could be
chilling out on a sunbed
from only £447 per person
with Barrhead Travel.
Flights from Edinburgh and
Glasgow, make Corfu easily
accessible for Scots.
Exclusively for adults, the
Grecotel Eva Palace is on its
own private peninsula.
Get five star treatment
with private transfers to
Corfu Imperial, with amazing
views of Kommeno Bay and
award-winning cuisine.
Contact Barrhead Travel
for a taste of the movie star
lifestyle at one of Greece’s
many picturesque islands.

